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to a local Jew, who in turn passed it on to his

Shipped From the Shipwreck Rabbi, R' Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Lehren. The

R' Yitzchak of Vienna authored the Ohr Rabbi's brother, the noted scholar and

Zarua, which was a halachic work of Ashkenazic philanthropist, R' Akiva Lehren, published it in
Jewry. Among his distinguished students was the 1862.

Maharam of Rothenburg.

Thanks to this remarkable chain of

events, one of the great halachic treasures of

Ashkenazic Jewry was preserved for future

generations.
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An extraordinary story surrounds the
preservation of the Ohr Zarua. The only known
manuscript copy in the early nineteenth century
was lost in a shipwreck. A non-Jewish fisherman
later found it off the coast of Holland. Realizing
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New Book Offers Deeper Insights Into Lashon Hakodesh

Reviewing “Powerful Torah Insights

(nsghts Series)” by

Ale. Independently pub-

lished. July 2026, 220 pages. Hardcover

ISBN 13: 979 5186432357, Paparbadd ISBN-
13: 979- 186432258

By Chaim Yoheda Meyor

Fabbl Yehoshua Alt author of the
weekly TFascinating Insights” parssha
sheet, became interested In languages
a8 interest in his newslerrer grew. As re
quests came in for his diveei Torah 1o be
translated into Yiddish, Hebeew, German,
Spanish and French, Rabbi Alt became
mterested in the role language plays in

between the first letter of the Hebarew
alphabet, “aleph” which is similar to
the word “elevare” A paraliel between
English and Aramakc, another language
imbued with holiness (see the chapter
“Whete Languages Meet) s mamon
(nopey) which m sound resembies the
word money. “Manneh,” which sounds
like the word “money,” was a curren
¢y In the times of Chazal. Also, “munn,*
which echoes the word money, repre
sents pamassa (money)

Rabibi Alr madoes the offen-esoletic wis-
domn of Kabbalah ar Jeast pasclally accessibée
0 the general reader, notes Rabbi Yieschok
Beettowitz of Yeshivas Ohr Somayach. In
the chapter "Molecules and Mysticism: The
Secret Life of Wa

our everyday lives
Whar does rthe wrir
ten language re I
veal shour a peo
ple? Where can wr
Jind rraces of lasfon
hakodesh in other
longuoges?  Whar
Iidden  meysticiom
lies Inside Hebrew
prommar? Is It im
portant to masrer
a language? Rabbi
Alt explores these
guestions and more
in his new book
“Pawerful Tocah In
stghts  abour Lan

Rabbi Alr mer
ited 10 bearn under
the mtelage of Rab
bi Mordechai Fried

owerful

TORAH
INSIGHTS

abowut

LANGUAGES

ter” we are gven a
glimpse of the depch
and nchness lshon
hakodesh  provides
Spiitod wdeas and
pattems are embed
ded within creasion
itsell” says Rabbs Alt
The Hetwew wosd
for water, “mayim®
coatains Two mems
and oae yud The
gemarria of yud is
10 while each mem
is 40, adding up to
10 and B0, respec
tively This gives us
4 18 ratio, Thus, To-
rah's woed for wates
reflects the chemi-
¢al composition of
water!

landet, 20), for close to five yean and
received semicha from Rabbi Zalman Ne
chemia Goldberg, 1"l Rabbi Alt has writ
ren thousands of Torah articles an no
merous topics for various websites and
publications and s the author of 13 fascl-
nating and populay books, His writings —
many of which have been tansiated into
Yiddish, Hebrew, German, Spanish and
French—inspire people across the spec-
trum of Jewish observance to live with
the vibrancy and besuty of Tarah

Oneexample of the power of language
Rabbi Alr brings in his pew book “Pow-
erful Torah Insights® aboot languages
comes trom the bracha of Barech Aleinu
in Shemoneh Esrei In this bracha, we ask
Hashem for livelibood The combination
of the Hebrew Jetters in our davening ac-
rivates spheres in the upper realms in a
way that conld not be accomplished if
we davened in another language. This &
one yeason why i is important to daven
in lsbon hakodesh, even if we might not
undetstand the words

Lashon bakodesh is imbued with
holiness. The Hebrew word
closely resembles the Esglish woed
‘tore” Additicnally, there ks a parallel

“thkur”

In this tascinating book, Rabbi Alt
points to great Torah personalities who
expressed the importance of mastering
a language. One of these was Rabbi Mor-
dechai Gifter. On the first day of English
class each year ar Telz, Rabbs Gifter wonld
deliver an impassioned speech. He wonld
cuphasize that having English in one’s
schedule is not bitul Torah. He stressed
that Torah Jews serve as ambassadors of
the Torah to the broader world When
# Torah Jew is articulate—able to speak
and write clearly it brings immeasurs
ble kiddush Hashem

Another intesesting feature of this book
& found in the secrion of Mysticssm of He-
brew Grammar” In one of the exceptional
essays, Rabbi Alt shares fascinating Torah
of) this Topec

he first seq of three different vowels
are the chodam (), shuruk ) and chirik ()
Each of these vowels represents different
aspects assoclated with one of the three
sphezes of creation. The highest sphere
occupied by divine angels cocresponds to
the cholam. The cholam, which is placed
above the letter, occuples the highest po-
sition of all the vowels. This represents
the formation of the divine and angels

sphere. Additionally, the letters that com-
prite the word 270 {cholam) spell 270
(chalom), a dream, a state in which one
may experience lofty divine disclosures

The next lower sphere, which Is occu
pied by the celestial sphese of the plan:
ots, comespoods to the shuruk The shuo
ruk is placed & central position, (ust
like the middle celestial sphese of the
planets. This sphere connects the up-
per sphere and the Jower sphere. Conse
quently, when we reorder the letters of
the word P75 we ge1 27, “connection” ot
kpot” alleding to the fact that its posi-
tioning ties together the cholam and the
chirtk This is just like the sphere occu-
pied by the planetary orbits that connect
the spheres above and below it.

The lowest sphere, our physical
world, conresponds to the chinlk, which
Is placed beneath the letter, the lowest
placement Shuffling the letters of the
wotd 70, we get 1o the name 757, who
was baried alive underground, the lowest
point, just Hke the chirtk which s placed
at the lowest point. Rearranging these let-
ters again, we get the woed 7, distance,
refiecting what the chirik vowel repre
seats, this world which is the furthest
away from the upper worids. The woed
7o also spells 490, 1o investigate and
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guestion, hinting to humanity's constant
drive in this physical wotld o search,
question and expand knowiedge.

Towerful Toah Insights abour Lan-
guages” exploves this fascinating subject
through Roplus meticalous and wellie-
searched essays written from a Torah pomt
of view. Rabld Alr helps readers along on
A journey to coanect language to fewish
thooght through the Toral's infinice wis-
dom. His book is flled with insights into
language that will enable one to appeeciate
lashon hakodesh more.

Yowerful Torah Inssghts about Lan-
guages” is available for parchase at www,
amazon com/dp'BOHSS LIV, by sending &
WhatsApp to 4972 54 849 5217 or by email-
ing passhadt2f@gmailcons. Rabbl Alt lec-
tures, wrires and reaches, and is passionate
aboat Inspiong Jews of all kevels of obser-
vance. His shiurim can be foand on varions
websites, inclading Kol Halashon. He can
be reached ar yaltBs@pmailcom or on
WhatsApp at 1972 54 820 5217
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Arguments and P
The very last Mishnah in Shas! concludes
with peace as it says Hashem found no vessel to
hold blessing for the Jewish people other than

peace. Why does it end on the discussion of
peace?

The entire Mishnah is filled with
arguments and differing opinions. Throughout

1 Uktzin 3:12.




Shas, debate and dispute are constant.? The final
Mishnah ends with peace to teach that
disagreement does not undermine peace. On the
contrary, true peace is not the absence of
differences, but the integration of differences

into a greater harmony.
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Upward Flame, Eternal Aim
Spiritual entities naturally ascend, just as

the neshamah vyearns to rise ever higher.
Indeed, when a person departs this world, the
neshamah ascends to Heaven.

This principle is reflected in the physical
world as well: heat rises, while cold remains
below. Chazal therefore use warmth as a
metaphor for passion, vitality and enthusiasm in
Avodas Hashem, whereas coldness symbolizes
spiritual apathy and indifference. Thus, Amalek
is described as 7772 777 W%, who cooled you off on
the way3 because its goal was to extinguish the
fiery enthusiasm of Klal Yisrael serving Hashem.*

Fire itself further illustrates this idea. It
generates heat and naturally rises upward,
making it a fitting symbol of spirituality, which
likewise aspires heavenward. Accordingly, the
Torah is compared to fire: 'noxy wxa 27 75 ®ivg, Is
not My word like fire?> Hashem, too, is described
as 77k Wy, a consuming fire.® Fire's upward
movement thus reflects the soul's yearning to

cleave ever closer to its Divine Source.
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The Pit That Repaired

2 Remarkably, there is only one chapter in all of
Mishnah without a single machlokes — the seventh
perek of Maseches Zevachim — which is why it is
recited in the section of korbanos at shacharis.

3 Devarim 25:18.

4 See Rashi there.

5 Yirmiyahu 23:29, see Taanis 7a.

6 Devarim 4:24.

7 Zohar Chadash at the end of Eicha, see also R' Chaim
Vital in Sefer Hagilgulim, Chapter 39, s.v. inyan.

8 This was R' Eliezer ben Hurkanos known as R' Eliezer
Hagadol, R' Eliezer the great. He lived in the time of
the Roman occupation of Eretz Yisrael and was a
teacher of R' Akiva. He compiled the volume of Braisos
entitled Pirkei Drebi Eliezer.

9 See Avoda Zara 16b.

The Zohar’ teaches that Reuven was
reincarnated as Rabbi Eliezer Hagadol.® Reuven
needed to be reincarnated since he advised
throwing Yosef into the pit. As a result, he was
reincarnated as R' Eliezer Hagadol who was also
put in a pit® and with that he rectified the soul of
Reuven.

A hint to this appears in the name j21%1 as
it serves as an acronym for jpn: maa 1oy R a9,
R' Eliezer was placed into a pit to be rectified.°

In the sefer Lev Aryeh,!! the author
writes in the name of R' Yisrael of Ludmir that
the word 787 in »wa 7787 % 790K %0 1287 1w Xpm, she
called his name Reuven as she had declared,
because Hashem has discerned my humiliation,!2
serves as an acronym for ,1m 217K 21 an allusion
that in the future Reuven’s Neshama would be

reincarnated into R' Eliezer Hagadol.!3
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The weekly Fascinating Insights sheet is also available in FRENCH,
HEBREW and YIDDISH. To view or download them in these languages,
send an email to yalt3285@gmail.com.

This  newsletter can also be viewed in English at

https://tinvurl.com/4cp9hfak.
https://tinyurl.com/vnsmeasga4 *>2 W TR HPIR T TR 191 WP Wuyori o7
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télécharger la version Francaise:

L'Refua Shleima Reuven ben Leyb, Danielle bat Lucie, Rafael ben
Danielle and Naomi Devorah bas Daniel Noach
* % K

Rabbi Alt merited to learn under the tutelage of Rabbi Mordechai
Friedlander ztz"l for close to five years and received semichah from
Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Goldberg ztz”l. Rabbi Alt has written
thousands of Torah articles on numerous topics for various websites
and publications and is the author of thirteen fascinating and popular
books. His writings, many of which have been translated into Yiddish,
Hebrew, German, Spanish and French, inspire people across the
spectrum of Jewish observance to live with the vibrancy and beauty
of Torah. His shiurim can be found on various websites including Kol
Halashon’s. Rabbi Alt lectures, writes and teaches, and is passionate
about inspiring Jews of all levels of observance. He can be reached at
yalt3285@gmail.com or on WhatsApp at +972 54 849 5217.

You can now download the weekly Fascinating Insights Torah
sheet from the following websites: Dirshu, Torah Lectures,
Torah Table, Ladaat, Chidush, Kol Halashon, Gilyonos, Din
Online, Alon Olam, Parsha Sheets, Yiddishe Vinkel, and more.

10 Otzar Hagilgulim, Volume 1, p. 61.

11 Chukas, Os 9.

12 Breishis 29:32.

13 Did you ever notice who is the first tanna mentioned
in shas (mishnayos)? Is there any significance to this?
The first tanna mentioned is R' Eliezer. Why is he the
first to be mentioned? The kabbalists teach that R’
Eliezer was a gilgul of Reuven (the son of Yaakov).
When Reuven sinned the firstborn was taken from him
and given to Yosef. Rebbe who is a gilgul of Yaakov
wanted to rectify this and return to Reuven the
firstborn. That's why he started with R' Eliezer and
with that he returned the firstborn to Reuven (Sefer
Yafeh Nidreshes, Tefillin and Bar Mitzva, Volume 1, p.
68 in the name of R' Pinchas Friedman).




