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Shipped From the Shipwreck 

R' Yitzchak of Vienna authored the Ohr 

Zarua, which was a halachic work of Ashkenazic 

Jewry. Among his distinguished students was the 

Maharam of Rothenburg.  

 
An extraordinary story surrounds the 

preservation of the Ohr Zarua. The only known 

manuscript copy in the early nineteenth century 

was lost in a shipwreck. A non-Jewish fisherman 

later found it off the coast of Holland. Realizing 

that it was a Hebrew manuscript, he brought it 

to a local Jew, who in turn passed it on to his 

Rabbi, R' Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Lehren. The 

Rabbi’s brother, the noted scholar and 

philanthropist, R' Akiva Lehren, published it in 

1862.  

 

Thanks to this remarkable chain of 

events, one of the great halachic treasures of 

Ashkenazic Jewry was preserved for future 

generations. 

************************************** 

Enjoying this publication? Help spread it 

further. Feel free to print some copies of 

this publication and distribute them in 

your local neighborhood and shul(s) for 

the public, thereby having a hand in 

spreading Torah and changing the lives of 

others. 

**************************************

 

mailto:yalt3285@gmail.com
mailto:parshadt28@gmail.com


 
                                                                                                                                                         

                       

Arguments and Peace 

The very last Mishnah in Shas1 concludes 

with peace as it says Hashem found no vessel to 

hold blessing for the Jewish people other than 

 
1 Uktzin 3:12.  

peace. Why does it end on the discussion of 

peace?  

 

The entire Mishnah is filled with 

arguments and differing opinions. Throughout 



Shas, debate and dispute are constant.2 The final 

Mishnah ends with peace to teach that 

disagreement does not undermine peace. On the 

contrary, true peace is not the absence of 

differences, but the integration of differences 

into a greater harmony.  

************************************** 

Upward Flame, Eternal Aim 

Spiritual entities naturally ascend, just as 

the neshamah yearns to rise ever higher. 

Indeed, when a person departs this world, the 

neshamah ascends to Heaven.  

 

This principle is reflected in the physical 

world as well: heat rises, while cold remains 

below. Chazal therefore use warmth as a 

metaphor for passion, vitality and enthusiasm in 

Avodas Hashem, whereas coldness symbolizes 

spiritual apathy and indifference. Thus, Amalek 

is described as ְך רֶׁ דֶׁ ר קָרְךָ בַּ  who cooled you off on ,אֲשֶׁ

the way3 because its goal was to extinguish the 

fiery enthusiasm of Klal Yisrael serving Hashem.4 

 
Fire itself further illustrates this idea. It 

generates heat and naturally rises upward, 

making it a fitting symbol of spirituality, which 

likewise aspires heavenward. Accordingly, the 

Torah is compared to fire:  ָרִי כָאֵש נְאֻם ה' הֲלוֹא כֹה דְב , Is 

not My word like fire?5 Hashem, too, is described 

as אֹכְלָה  a consuming fire.6 Fire's upward ,אֵש 

movement thus reflects the soul's yearning to 

cleave ever closer to its Divine Source.  

************************************** 

The Pit That Repaired 

The Zohar7 teaches that Reuven was 

reincarnated as Rabbi Eliezer Hagadol.8 Reuven 

needed to be reincarnated since he advised 

throwing Yosef into the pit. As a result, he was 

reincarnated as R' Eliezer Hagadol who was also 

put in a pit9 and with that he rectified the soul of 

Reuven.  

  

A hint to this appears in the name ראובן as 

it serves as an acronym for תקןנבור  בניתן  וליעזר  אבי  ר , 

R' Eliezer was placed into a pit to be rectified.10  

  

In the sefer Lev Aryeh,11 the author 

writes in the name of R' Yisrael of Ludmir that 

the word ראה in  ותקרא שמו ראובן כי אמרה כי ראה ה' העניי, she 

called his name Reuven as she had declared, 

because Hashem has discerned my humiliation,12 

serves as an acronym for גדולהליעזר  אבי  ר  an allusion 

that in the future Reuven’s Neshama would be 

reincarnated into R' Eliezer Hagadol.13 
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2 Remarkably, there is only one chapter in all of 

Mishnah without a single machlokes — the seventh 
perek of Maseches Zevachim — which is why it is 
recited in the section of korbanos at shacharis. 
3 Devarim 25:18. 
4 See Rashi there.  
5 Yirmiyahu 23:29, see Taanis 7a.  
6 Devarim 4:24. 
7 Zohar Chadash at the end of Eicha, see also R' Chaim 
Vital in Sefer Hagilgulim, Chapter 39, s.v. inyan.  
8 This was R' Eliezer ben Hurkanos known as R' Eliezer 
Hagadol, R' Eliezer the great. He lived in the time of 
the Roman occupation of Eretz Yisrael and was a 
teacher of R' Akiva. He compiled the volume of Braisos 

entitled Pirkei Drebi Eliezer. 
9 See Avoda Zara 16b.  

10 Otzar Hagilgulim, Volume 1, p. 61.  
11 Chukas, Os 9.  
12 Breishis 29:32.  
13 Did you ever notice who is the first tanna mentioned 
in shas (mishnayos)? Is there any significance to this? 
The first tanna mentioned is R' Eliezer. Why is he the 
first to be mentioned? The kabbalists teach that R' 
Eliezer was a gilgul of Reuven (the son of Yaakov). 

When Reuven sinned the firstborn was taken from him 
and given to Yosef. Rebbe who is a gilgul of Yaakov 
wanted to rectify this and return to Reuven the 
firstborn. That’s why he started with R' Eliezer and 
with that he returned the firstborn to Reuven (Sefer 
Yafeh Nidreshes, Tefillin and Bar Mitzva, Volume 1, p. 

68 in the name of R' Pinchas Friedman).  


